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EXAMINER'S AMENDMENT 

An examiner's amendment to the record appears below. Should the changes and/or 
additions be unacceptable to applicant, an amendment may be filed as provided by 37 CFR 
1.312. To ensure consideration of such an amendment, it MUST be submitted no later than the 
payment of the issue fee. 

Authorization for this examiner's amendment was given in a telephone interview with 
Garth Janke on Tuesday, 13 September 2005. 

The application has been amended as follows: 

61 (currently amended) A method for releasably gripping a hole surface comprising: 

providing an expansion bolt comprising a cabl e , a collar slidably dispos e d on s aid cabl e , 
a first chock conn e ct e d to a first end of said cabl e , a s e cond chock for coop e ration 
with said first chock such that relativ e translation of said first and s e cond chocks 
in a first dir e ction caus e s said first and s e cond chocks to slidingly assum e r e lativ e 
positions corr e sponding to an expand e d configuration of th e e xpansion bolt that 
grips th e hol e surfac e , and a cl e aning bushing; a collar, a cable slidingly running 
through said collar, a first chock connected to a first end of said cable, a second 
chock connected to said collar by a flexible rod, for cooperation with said first 
chock such that relative translation of said first chock in a first direction causes 
said first and second chocks to slidingly assume relative positions corresponding 
to an expanded configuration of the expansion bolt that grips the hole surface, and 
a cleaning bushing slidingly connected to said cable and captivated between said 
collar and first chock; said cleaning bushing being adapted to, in response to 
application of an impact force to said cleaning bushing, transmit a force to said 
first chock that results in a translation of said first chock relative to said second 
chock in a second direction opposite said first direction, to release said grip; 
wherein said cleaning bushing is adapted for transmitting to said first chock a 
substantial resulting force, and for transmitting to the second chock substantially 
no force, in response to the application of said impact force; and said cleaning 
bushing is adapted to translate relative to the collar so as to cause the release of 
said grip; 

inserting said chocks in a hole and causing the expansion bolt to adopt said expanded 
configuration; 
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moving said cleaning bushing in said first dir e ction so as to make contact with on e of said 
first and s e cond chocks chock ; 

striking said cleaning bushing with a tool in a dir e ction substantially opposit e to said first 
dir e ction said second direction so as to cause the expansion bolt to relax said grip; 
and 

pulling the expansion bolt out from the hole. 
62-64 (cancelled) 

65 (currently amended) The expansion bolt of claim 6466, wherein said cleaning bushing is 
adapted to come into abutment with said one of said first and second chocks for transmitting said 
resulting force thereto. 

77-82 (cancelled) 

90 (cancelled) 

91 (currently amended) The expansion bolt of claim 6366, wherein said first chock is 
frustoconical. 

66 (currently amended) Th e e xpansion bolt of claim 65, furth e r comprising a collar, wher e in said 
second chock is conn e ct e d to said collar by a fl e xibl e rod, and wh e r e in said cl e aning bushing is 
adapt e d to translat e .so as to caus e the r e leas e of said grip ind e p e nd e nt of th e position of said 
collar. 

An expansion bolt for releasably gripping a hole surface, comprising: 
a collar; 

a cable slidingly running through said collar; 

a first chock connected to a first end of said cable; 

a second chock connected to said collar by a flexible rod, for cooperation with said first 
chock such that relative translation of said first chock in a first direction causes 
said first and second chocks to slidingly assume relative positions corresponding 
to an expanded configuration of the expansion bolt that grips the hole surface; 

a cleaning bushing slidingly connected to said cable and captivated between said collar 
and first chock; said cleaning bushing being adapted to, in response to application 
of an impact force to said cleaning bushing, transmit a force to said first chock 
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that results in a translation of said first chock relative to said second chock in a 
second direction opposite said first direction, to release said grip; 

wherein said cleaning bushing is adapted for transmitting to said first chock a substantial 
resulting force, and for transmitting to the second chock substantially no force, in 
response to the application of said impact force; and said cleaning bushing is 
adapted to translate relative to the collar so as to cause the release of said grip. 

67 (currently amended) The expansion bolt of claim 66, further comprising a third chock, 
substantially identical to and azimuthally spaced apart from said second chock, and adapted for 
cooperation with said first chock such that relative translation of said first and third chocks chock 
in said first direction causes said first and third chocks to slidingly assume relative positions 
corresponding to said expanded configuration of the expansion bolt. 

The following is an examiner's statement of reasons for allowance: 
In short, the prior art of record does not appear to reasonably suggest a cleaning bushing 
slidingly positioned between a collar and first chock on a cable, said cleaning bushing being 
sligingly "independent" of the collar in an axial direction, wherein the collar and cleaning 
bushing are both slidingly positioned on the cable. 

Any comments considered necessary by applicant must be submitted no later than the 
payment of the issue fee and, to avoid processing delays, should preferably accompany the issue 
fee. Such submissions should be clearly labeled "Comments on Statement of Reasons for 
Allowance." 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Jeffrey Sharp whose telephone number is (571) 272-7074. The 
examiner can normally be reached on 5:30 am - 4:00 pm Mon-Thurs.. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, J.J. Swann can be reached on (571) 272-7075. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 




